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Abstract

This study investigated the impact of the RomamhdliatChurch’s social
teachings on human development in Makurdi Diocds®enue State,
Nigeria. It employed a qualitative research desigmg both primary and
secondary data sources. The primary data were cte using oral
interviews. The Directors and Coordinators of Edima and Health
institutions as well as the Heads of Schools andptals/Clinics in
Makurdi Diocese were interviewed. Secondary dateevesurced from
literary works such as books, journals, interneturs@s and various
directories. Using descriptive and analytical tqotee study found that
Makurdi Diocese has. been actively involved in huntevelopment
especially in terms of educational provision andaltte care delivery
services. Makurdi' Diocese has established 49 seshawmld 9 health
institutions. The educational institutions in theakse have annual average
students’ enrollment of 8,235 students, while tkalth facilities in the
diocese /have an average daily attendance of 15@ergat across the
facilities. The study made the following recommdioda. First, the
Catholic Chureh in Makurdi Diocese should consolean her social
teachings and continue to make improvements torenbkat the intended
benefits of her human development strides getddatget population in
line with the Church's principle of the subsidigritSecond, the diocese
should strive to make health care delivery servabeslable to the various
Local Governments under her coverage to ensure aasgssibility of
health care services especially in the rural araasong others.

Keywords: Human Development, Makurdi Diocese, Roman Catholic,
Social Teaching, Sociological
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Introduction

Conceptually, the College of St. Scholastamscribed the Roman Catholic
Social Teachings as a set of writings and teaching:m the Roman
Catholic Church tradition about building a justistg and living lives of
connection to members of the society and aroundwbed, amid the
challenges of modern societyAlso, the United Nations.Development
Programme (UNDP) defined human development as ptoeess of
enlarging people's choices. The choices can begeaay allowing them
to lead a long and healthy life, to be educateénjoy a decent standard of
living, as well as enjoying political freedom. Gaateed human rights and
~ human development lies at the heart of sociahiege of the Roman
Catholic Church. As a touchstone for Catholic sodught, integral
human development is central and the Church sttiwvggromote human
advancement in terms of provision. of educationalises, health care
delivery, skills acquisition, employment creationyman development
peace, and justice. The Catholic Church startesrvehing in issues of
human development since 1891 when the industriaabludon created
avenue for the exploitation of workers by the camt. The situation
prompted Pope Leo Xlll to issue an encyclical chleeRerum Novarum
(On Workers Condition) that condemned the explo#atendencies of
workers and advocated for just wages for workerscesthen, various
Popes have issued prophetic statements aimed agraht human
developrant?3

The College of St. Scholastica. Catholic Socialchézy. Duluth, United States, 2019.
2United Nations Development Program; Human DevelaprReport: New York, 2018.
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3 Leo Xiii, Encyclical LettelRerum Novarum: Acta Leonis Xii1(1892), 97-144.

Following this intervention, the Catholic Churchaler the world has been
involved in social teaching especially in the arehgeducational services
and healthcare delivery. According to the Globath®lic Education
Report, globally, Catholic schools have enrolled3#illion children in the
primary Catholic schools; 19.3 million childrentime Catholic Secondary
Schools; and 6.5 million youths in the CatholicHeginstitutions? In the
area of health, the Roman Catholic Church is thgelt non-government
provider of health care services in the world.ds laround 18,000 clinics,
16,000 homes for the elderly and those with specedds, and 5,500
hospitals, with 65% of them located in developingmtries. The Roman
Catholic Church manages 26% of the world’s headite dacilities>

In Nigeria, the Catholic Church is one of the |atgehurches that has the
spread even in the core Muslim areas in the cou@ryen the universal
model of operations of the Church, the Catholic i€hun Nigeria under
the auspices of the Catholic Bishop’s Conferenddigéria has responded
greatly to developmental issues especially..in tivecdon of human
development needs of education and healthcareedgliin Benue State,
the Roman Catholic Church has very significantgmes with four dioceses
at present. These are: Makurdi, Otukpo, Gboko asmsiKa-Ala Dioceses.
Each of these Dioceses in Benue State is deepbed in education and
health apostolates which are all aimed at humaeldpment.

This study therefore, focuses on.the Roman CathGharch’'s social
teaching and human development strives in Makurdc&se. The choice
of Makurdi Diocese is predicated upon the fact akurdi Diocese was
the first diocese created by the missionarieseénsthte. Thus, studying the
impact of the Catholic social teaching on humanettgyment in the
Diocese has both religious, social, political, emaic and academic as well
as policy implications for the development of humam Benue State.

4 Global Catholic Education Report, Education Pism] Learning poverty, and Right to education
(2021), accessed June 13, 2022, http” /iwww.gl@thtdiceducation.org/global-report.
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5 The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. Camdpen of the Social Doctrine of the Church,
Nairobi, Kenya, Pauline Publications, Africa, 2004.

First, on the religious front, the findings of thssudy will unravel the
contributions of the Catholic Church to human depeient in the State in
terms of educational development and healthcarevestlgl This may
motivate other faith-based organisations operatinfpe State to borrow a
leaf from the Roman Catholic Church. This will cegsently help to
overcome the educational and healthcare challevigiee State as well as
reduce the high level of unemployment and poventgls in‘the State.

Second, socially, politically and economically sttudy is relevant in that,
the findings of this study will show clearly thecg concerns of the Roman
Catholic Church for the general society as exgyiaricorporated in her
principle of the common good. It shows the. roléhef Church in political
and social responsibility. Politically, it will real the collaboration of the
Roman Catholic Church with the government and osltakeholders in
providing the basic necessities of life for thézeibry in the diocese and the
State. On the economic front, the findings wouldtabute to the Catholic
Church’s social teachings in terms of holistic hancapabilities that lead
to economic emancipation.in the society.

Objectives of the Study

The broad objective of this paper is to sociololiyoaxamine the impact of

the Roman Catholic Church’s social teachings ondmhevelopment in

Makurdi Diocese of Benue State, focusing on edanaéind health care

delivery. The specific objectives of the study uug:

I. To give a brief history of the Roman Catholic Diseef Makurdi.

il. To trace the emergence of the Roman Catholic eiducatMakurdi
Diocese.

iii. To explain the impact of the Roman Catholic edacabn human
development in Makurdi Diocese.

Iv. To discuss the emergence of the Roman Catholithheaile system
in Makurdi Diocese.

V. To highlight the impact of the Roman Catholic heedire system on
human development in Makurdi Diocese.

Materials and Methods

The study used both primary and secondary datahBrinvestigation. The
primary data were sourced from oral interviews witlector of Catholic
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education and the health Coordinator of Makurdidege as well as the heads
of sampled schools and health institutions. In gaims, eight schools and five
health institutions were purposively selected. Ee®: Mount Saint Gabriel's
Secondary School, Makurdi; St. Michael's ScienceoBdary School, Agasha;
Peace College, Naka; St. John Bosco Commerciaé@alAliade; St. Dominic
Nursery and Primary School, Shachi-Makurdi; ImmataiINursery/Primary
School, Udei; Dr Brew Grave’s Nursery/Primary Sdhddgagbe and Our
Lady of Consolation Catholic Secondary School, Ag&he five health
institutions sampled include: Bishop Murray Medi€éntre, Makurdi; ‘St.
Vincent's Hospital, Aliade; St. Michael's PrimaryeBlth Care, Agasha; St.
Gregory’s Hospital, Ikpayongo and Father MathiasltheCentre, Naka. The
secondary data were collection from the record€atholic educational and
health institutions of Makurdi Diocese.

The data were analysed using mixed methods whiclude; the historic
analysis, qualitative and quantitative techniqueshsas: tables, counts and
simple percentages.

Results
This sub-section presents the results of the stldg.analysis in this section
is presented according to the predetermined obgtf the study.

A Brief History of the Catholic Diocese of Makurdi

This sub-section has explored the historic persgedf the Catholic Diocese

of Makurdi. The ecclesiastical territory of Makuibiocese was part of the
newly formed Prefecture'Apostolic-of lower Nigertween 1889 and 1920.
The Prefecture covered the entire land area witiereast of River Niger and
to the south of River Benue. In 1920, its statufiwithe Catholic Church was
raised to that of Vicariate Apostolic of Southerigétia though maintaining

its boundaries. The missionary priests who firgtrgelized in this area were
French Holy Ghest Fathers in 1880. They were joibgdHoly Ghost Priests

and brothers from Ireland, and it was the lattat from 1911 began to make
contact with the Benue in the Northern part of Viwariate. The strategy to
evangelize the Lower Benue was hinged on the natidhe Tiv Mission.®
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5 Wegh, Shagbor Francis. “The Emergence of the Gatbimcese of Makurdi.” IrCatholic Diocese
of Makurdi at 50: A celebrate of Service to Humgnigedited by Wegh, Shagbor Francis, 1-15,
Makurdi Selfers Academic Press Ltd, 2010.

The idea was to launch an evangelizing drive frogoj@ in Cross River
State. Father Groetz soon realised the weakneisging to approach the
Tiv from Ogoja. The weakness lay in the fact that @dapm where he
expected to conduct thBv Mission was actually far from Tivland. He
further pointed out that unlike the Ogoja situatimhere 15 different
languages were spoken making evangelisation pairdiaw, theTiv spoke
the same language. Furthermore, Tline had a very strong antipathy for
anything coming from Southern Nigeria and that wioubt augur well for
a mission launched from Ogoja.

In 1929, Father Joseph Soul one of the General €lous, came to the
vicariate for an official visitation. At the end ffs visit,-he found time to
spare, so he visited Obudu and from there movedTindand. Soul spent

a short time among thEv, but the impressions he had did not leave him
when he returned to Paris. He kept thinking abbatabandoned state of
the Tiv and all other people of Northern Nigeria. FatheulS visit to
Tivland was however providential. The accidentaitvresulted in the
spiritans finally deciding to make some seriousmafits to evangelize the
people of the lower Benue, the Tiv, Idoma, Igate] ather smaller groups.

The German priests and brothers made tremendaussedind covered the
whole area from Idah on the River Niger to Wukaranthe boundary of
Benue and Adamawa provinces. A major setback thaagte following
the outbreak of the Second World War in 1936 athalpriests and brothers
being German nationals were obliged by the Briaisithorities to leave
Nigeria. By 1945 when the German Fathers were cepldy those from
the English province, Bishop Heery described thewdgeas the most
promising Mission in all of Nigeria after Onitshas@rri. ’

In 1959 Monsignor James Hagan, the Perfect ApastufliOtukpo was
made a Bishop and in 1960 he transferred his Cethedat to Makurdi,
thus becoming the first Bishop of Makurdi. The Tiission project had
metamorphosed into the Catholic Diocese of Makuliehealth however,
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"Catholic Diocese of Makurd2021 Directory and Diary. Publication of the Caitiddiocese of
Makurdi, 2021

forced him to resign in 1966. This led to the emeearge in January, 1968 of
Bishop Murray as the second Bishop of Makurdi. Ebiyears that Bishop
Murray administered the Diocese, the church expeed phenomenal
growth in various aspects of ecclesial life. Tlsi®vident in the increase in
the numbers of religious, diocesan priests, andremans. The hope of
truly indigenous Church became more realised when then Father
Athanasius Usuah was ordained the first Co-adjBisinop. of the Diocese.
Since Bishop Usuh was installed on thé& @ttober, 1989 as the Bishop of
the Diocese after the retirement of Bishop Murrthe Church in the
Diocese within his jurisdiction continued to exjgsce tremendous growth
in terms of manpower and general development. &hisvident in the
creation of Otukpo Catholic Diocese in 1995 andd &fatholic Diocese in
the year 2001. On November'28008, Pope Benedict XVI appointed
Monsignor William Avenya as the Auxiliary Bishop dflakurdi. On
December 29, 2013 Pope Benedict XVI created Gboko and Katsilaa
Dioceses out of Makurdi with Bishop William Avengad Monsignor Peter
Adoboh of the blessed memory as local ordindries.

On July 8, 2014, the Holy Father Pope Francis appdiFather Wilfred
Anagbe CMF as Co-adjutor for Makurdi Diocese. Mgnsir Wilfred
Anagbe was ordained Coadjutor on October 4, 200Q4. July 25, 2015
Bishop Wilfred Anagbe Cmf, who had taken over thacedse from A.A.
Usuh on March 28, 2015 was formally installed ptiblic ceremony at IBB
square Makurdi. Since his ordination as the Bisbfoidakurdi, the diocese
has witnessed rapid spiritual and infrastructuraigh.
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8 Wegh, Shagbor F. “The Emergence of the Catholic&ie of Makurdi.” IrCatholic Diocese of
Makurdi at 50: A celebrate of Service to Humgnidited by Wegh Shagbaor Francis, 1M&kurdi
selfers Academic Press Ltd, 2010.

The diocese witnessed thousands who continue toreetipe Sacrament of
Confirmation during pastoral visits. The spiritudévelopment in the
Church in Benue State may be explained by the &se realization that
God is the only way to follow by the Benue peogience the need for
additional Bishops to assist Bishop Usuh who evah lealth challenges.
The diocese is made up of Makurdi, Guma, Gwer anedrCEast local

government areas. The diocese is actively involiednedical/health

ministry and educational apostolate as tools ohgelsation’

Emergence of Catholic Education in Makurdi Diocese

The Catholic Church in Makurdi Diocese has demastt tremendous
interest in the area of education. The Diocesesezhthe use of education
as a tool for the enhancement of evangelizationcam$equently, human
development right from its inception. The missig@sfirmly believed that
the people needed to be educated in order to uaddrthe challenge of the
Christian message. They believed that by establistsichools, people
would be trained to read the Bible and the educatex$ would be able to
interpret the Christian message to those who camaot and write; and by
so doing, the gospel of God will be propagated @sfig among theTiv
people that English‘language and Christianity wadien to them. In fact,
formal education in Benue State had a religiousidiation in a way based
on Catholic educatiot?.

The Roman Catholic Priests arrived Makurdi in 1984 by 1927, the first
primary school, Sacred Heart was established at &by 1930 another
primary school was established in Makurdi knowrHa$y Ghost Primary

School. The establishment of the above-named sghsat a springing
point of the educational activities of the diocasé gradually, spread with
the establishment of many primary schools in oétteas of the Staté.

Given the presence of primary schools, the neesfioondary schools gave
birth to the establishment of its first Roman Céth&econdary School,
Mount Saint Michael's Secondary School, Aliade @3 for boys only. St.
James Minor Seminary Yandev also for boys in 19868 Queen of the
Rosary Secondary School, Gboko was opened in I896§rs.
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Other secondary schools established by the Catliliocch were, Mount
St. Gabriel's Secondary School, Makurdi in 1964 /8tdrew’s Secondary
School, Adikpo in 1967; St. Peter's Secondary Sthdandeikya in 1973;
and there was a rapid increase in the establishafesgicondary schools in
the 1970s and 80s. This aggressive effort to evereghirough educational
institutions went beyond the provision of schoals the development of
the society to the establishment of higher edunatiinstitutions like St.
Thomas Aquinas Major Seminary situated in Makuffihe education
provided in these schools was all encompassingt@nched on religious
and secular issues. The ideological formation e¢hschools was based on
the philosophy of education of the Roman Cathohei€h which upholds
that, religious instructions in school is not irded to produce converts or
to make mini theologians out of the recipients;tbyiroduce good citizens;
people who behave according to the norms of theresy; and who will
always and consistently act in accordance withtrighsort:!

Thus, schools established by the Catholic Diocédéakurdi ensured that
children got a balanced education that catereddoly and soul. This is
self-evident in the number of prominent well-meanileaders, clergy,
captains of industries and citizens in the coumstng beyond who are
products of Catholic education in Makurdi Diocese.

Catholic Schools and Human Development in Makurdi Diocese

According to the Catholic Diocese of Makurdi edumaal services Office,
there are 49 ‘educational institutions in the DieceBhese schools are
presented. in the following table.

SCatholic Diocese of Makurdi2021 Directoryand Diary. Publication of Catholic Diocese of
Makurdi, 2021.

1%ydaa, Godwin. “The History of Education in the Gdith Diocese of Makurdi”. In Catholic
Diocese of Makurdi at 50: &elebration of Services to Humanity, edited by W8gagbaor Francis,
23-29, Makurdi: Selfers Academic Press Ltd, 2010.
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Hydaa, Godwin. “The History of Education in the Gdith Diocese of Makurdi”. In Catholic
Diocese of Makurdi at 50: A Celebration of Serviteslumanity, edited by Wegh Shagbaor Francis,
23-29, Makurdi: Selfers Academic Press Ltd, 20XthtP

Table 1: Number of Catholic Educational Institutions in Makurdi
Diocese

Type of School Number ofPercentage
Schools

Nursery/Primary Schools 21 42.86

Secondary Schools 26 53.10

Seminary Schools 2 4.08

Total 49 100.00

Source: The Catholic Diocese of Makurdi‘educational ser vices Office,
202112

Table 1 has revealed that there are 21 nurserydpyiischools in Makurdi
Diocese which represents 42.86% of the total eduzatinstitutions in the
diocese. Also, there are 26 secondary schools @ diocese which
represents 53.10% of the total educational ingitstin the diocese. Again,
the table shows that there-are 2 Seminary SchaotBe diocese which
represents 4.08% of the total educational instigiin the diocese. These
institutions are: St. Thomas Aquinas’ Major Senynaiakurdi; St. Charles
Lwanga Preparatory Seminary, Makurdi;

Mount Saint Michael's Secondary School, Aliade; iMat College,
Makurdi; Saint-Joseph’s Science and Technical @elleviakurdi; Our
Lady of Mount Carmel College, Makurdi; Mount Saidbriel’s Secondary
School, Makurdi; St. Dominic College Sachi-Makurdst. Joseph’s
College, Nyiman-Makurdi; St. Paul's Academy, Kerty. Francis Xavier
Secondary School, Agagbe; Holy Child Secondary 8i¢chidakurdi; St.
John Bosco Commercial College, Aliade; St. Marg$scondary School
North Bank, Makurdi; St. Mark’s Secondary Schdgpjr; St. Michael's
Science School, Agasha; Sacred Heart Secondargobctdei; St.
Theresa’s Secondary School, Gbajimba; St. Pasri@iédcondary School,
Ikpayongo; St. Thomas Aquinas Secondary Schoobo@ighul; St.
Athanasius Secondary School, Gbajimba; Peacedeldaka; Our Lady
of Consolation College, Agan; and Divine Mercy duniSeminary,
Makurdi. The Nursery/Primary Schools in the Diocese Dr. Brew
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Grave’s Nursery and Primary School, Agagbe; StelPBtivate School,
Wurukum-Makurdi; St. Paul Nursery/Primary Scha&dtule-Makurdi; St.
Dominic  Nursery/Primary School, Sachi-Makurdi; Stloseph
Nursery/Primary School, Akpehe-Makurdi; Holy Ghdésivate School,
Makurdi; Holy Family Nursery/Primary School, North Bank-Ma#i St.

Theresa Private School, Makurdi; Immaculate Ny/gegimary School,
Udei; St. Joseph Nursery/Primary School, Nyon; uhoSaint Michael
Nursery/Primary School, Aliade; St. Mary Nurserydrary School, North
Bank; Our Lady of Perpetual Help Nursery/Primach&ol, Makurdi; St.
Michael Nursery School, Agasha; St. Luck Nursemyiary School, Apir;
Father Hunter Academy, Nyiman-Makurdi; St. « Athaunss
Nursery/Primary School, Gbajimba and St. Irenaeusséry/Primary
School, Akpehe, Makurd?

A close look at the Catholic educational institngon/Makurdi Diocese of
Benue State reveals that, the Diocese providesothoth at the primary,
secondary school levels and tertiary levels. Timglies that; the Diocese
provides educational services for young peopldldha ages. Also, it can
be seen thahe distribution of schools in the diocese cut asrall the local

government areas that make up the diocese, atdaelstlocal government
has one Catholic school.

In order to show the functionality of schools in iMedi Diocese, four
schools were randomly sampled in the diocese; nan&l Dominic’'s

Nursery/Primary School Shachi-Makurdi; Peace CelledNaka; St.

Michael's Secondary School, Agasha and Immaculates&ty/Primary
School, Udei and-the Principals/head teachers esethschools were
interviewed.

In St. Dominic’s Nursery/Primary School Shachi-Medku Mrs Victoria
Okamgba, the head.teacher, in an interview, expththat admission into
St. Dominic’s Nursery/Primary school, Shachi is moge to all children of
primary school age irrespective of religion, trde ethnicity. The school
teaches morals in addition to cognitive skills inel with the Makurdi
Diocesan policy on education.

12The Catholic Diocese of Makurdi educational sersiGfice, Students Enroliments. Publication
of the Catholic Diocese of Makurdi, 2021.
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3The Catholic Diocese of Makurdi. 2021 Directory ddidry, 45-47, Publication of the Catholic
Diocese of Makurdi, 2021.

In Peace College Naka, the Mr. Jime Justin, thecgral in an interview
explained that, the school admits students whogasdified to study in
secondary school in line with the guidelines of @etholic Education of
the Makurdi Diocese in collaboration with the Bensate ministry of
education. He revealed that, admission into thedcis based on passing
of the prescribed entrance examinations in additonmeeting other
requirements such as age, attending and graduatimgapproved primary
schools. The admission is opened to all qualiftadents without recourse
to religion, tribe and ethnicity. The school teazhmporal education and
Catholic education in addition to conventional daga skills.in line with
the Makurdi Diocesan policy on education and Bestate ministry of
education’s guide lines.

In St. Micheal's Science Secondary School, AgashaGuma Local
Government area, Mr. Barnbas Msende in an_ intervexealed that, the
school is a science faith-based secondary schabbiterates on the basis
of the ethos of the Roman Catholic education. Heedtthat, admission into
the school is based on passing the Catholic comentrance examinations
for JSS | class and for the SS | class, it is basedriting and passing all
the prescribed examinations in the Benue State oduSiecondary
examinations with the qualifications to study sceased subjects in
addition to internal examinations and interviewsia{ffied students are
admitted into the school irrespective of theirgelus background, tribe,
nationality and ethnicity. The students who graduabm the school are
exceling in various endeavour of sciences in diffieffacets of the world.

Finally, the principal of John Bosco commercial legk, Aliade in an

interview also reiterated the fact that, admissmaa the school is opened
to all'students of secondary school age irrespeativreligion, tribe and

ethnicity. The school teaches morals in additmrdgnitive skills in line

with the Makurdi Diocesan policy on education arehBe state ministry of
education’s guidelines.

Mr. Abraham Veratoh, the Deputy Education Direcod the principal,
Our Lady of Consolation College, Agan, in an intew opined that, the
philosophy of Catholic Education in Makurdi Dioceséased on the belief
that people are created to know God, love Him, &eliv and be with Him
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eternally. Thus, Catholic education in Makurdi B#ee is the sacred task of
forming the character of a child and aiding himAwmeattain the purpose of
existence as stated by Pope Pius Xl in 1829

Abraham Veratoh, further stated that, Catholic Edioo in Makurdi
Diocese is generally viewed as the developmenhefvthole man and it
embraces the whole of man’s activity: physicalgliectual, moral and
spiritual. It also embraces the domestic and sacitivities of man. In line
with the national Catholic policy on education, t@atholic Church in
Makurdi Diocese uses Catholic education as a tbevangelization and
human development. Thus, in providing educatioralises, the Catholic
Church teaches morals in the areas of self-dis@plself-confidence and
sexual morality. These morals are taught alongsaide the conventional
educational services provided by the governmentadher partners in the
educational sector.

Basically, the Catholic Church in Makurdi diocesestj like other
educational services providers, offers educatieealices in the areas of
religious education, commercial education, humesiéind arts education,
sciences and technical/vocational education. Theede has Saint Joseph’s
Science and Technical college, Makurdi-to promateational studies. All
these holistically develop young people for higkeucation in various
endeavours. The Church in Makurdi diocese provatksational services
with the aid of the government and other donorse HEducational
institutions in the diocese have an average ansciabol enroliment of
8,235 Students, out of which, 4,406 are from Ny/getmary Schools and
3,829 Students from Secondary Schools.

According to Veratoh, the Catholic Diocese of Makuthrough her

educational services has trained well-meaningesiBzwho are professors
within and outside Nigeria, engineers, medical dgtteachers, clergies,
administrators, managers of reputable companigg¢igeria, accountants,
lawyers, amongst other vital aspects of human emies. Aside these
conventional educational services, the diocesesta$ed building school
for special needs at Kighir to cater for those wpitlysical disabilities in the
diocese. Veratoh further explained that, in prawdithese educational
services aimed at holistic human development, t@egkolic educational
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14 Pius XI, Encyclical Letter Quadragesimo Anno: ARK1929), 196-197.

institutions have provided employments to many peego are employed in such
institutions as teachers, non-academic staff swhsexurity personnel, drivers,
cashiers, cooks, cleaners and other clerical ssvithe institutions have employed
1,1670 staff in the Secondary schools and 945,24Ris Nursery/Primary schoof$.

From the foregoing, it means that the Catholic sthin Makurdi diocese have
immensely contributed to human development by iigirpeople right from the
nursery school level to tertiary level of educattbereby giving them the requisite
skills to be productive in the society and earmime to live decent standard of living.

Emergence of Catholic Health Care System in Makurdi Diocese

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Makurdi provides psgocial and emotional healing

services through the healing ministry of Jesusrdler to provide physical healing, the
Catholic Church established health institutionsoasrthe Catholic Diocese of

Makurdi. These health facilities are coordinatealthie Integrated Health Programme.
The Catholic Diocese of Makurdi as a faith-basednaita’ organisation provides

health care services to the people of Benue Statdayond.’

The programme began her health care delivery. ir049®e missionaries firmly
believed that the people needed good health anddsminds to appreciate the
Christian message. In this regard, the missionagits involved in the healing
apostolate by establishing hospitals to cure peaiplarious ailments that could affect
their physical and spiritual lives. This pastoratefor the sick made many people to
be convinced about the decision to follow Ch¥ist.

The earliest health care service delivery in thecBse was a joint approach between
the Government and Medical Missionaries who candetiver health care services to

the sick and disabled in some designated centretheindiocese. Those centres

eventually became health posts for control of comirable diseases such as: leprosy,
tuberculosis, cholera, measles and other diseases.

Clinics and hospitals in.1960s and became thedgseration health facilities in the
diocese. In 1969, the late Bishop Murray foundezidisters of Nativity to augment
medical services. This became necessary giverptaad place the Church has given
to pastoral care of the sick. Thus, Diocesan haisplike: Bishop Murray Hospital,
Makurdi; St. Vincent, Aliade; St. Monica’s Hospita#ldikpo; St. Thomas Hospital
Ihugh were establishéelf.

16 Educational Office of the Catholic Diocese of Madiu School Enrollments, Makurdi, Publication ofeth
Catholic Diocese of Makurdi, 2022.

17 Catholic Diocese of Makurdi. A History of the Igmated Health Programme Policy, A publication of th
Catholic Diocese of Makurdi.
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8 Orhungur Moses M. “Education as a Tools for Evdimgdon”. Catholic Diocese of Makurdi at 50: A
Celebration of Services to Humanity, edited by W&glagbaor Francis. Makurdi: Selfers Academic Rabig.
2010

Catholic Hospitalg/Clinics and Human Development in Makurdi Diocese
According to the Makurdi Diocese Health Care lositin (MDHCI)
Policy, there are nine hospitals/Clinics in MakuBdocese. These health
institutions are presented in Table 2.

Table 2: Number of Catholic Health Facilitiesin Makurdi Diocese

Type of Facility Number of Percentage
Facilities

Hospitals 4 44.40

Primary Health Centres (PHC) 5 55.60

Total 9 100.00

Source: Makurdi Diocese Health Carelnstitution (MDHCI), 2021

Table 2 has shown that there are 4 hospitals inuxakDiocese which
represents 44.40% of the total of health facilitreshe diocese. Also, the
table reveals that there are 5 Primary Health @sr(fPHC) in the diocese
which represents 55.60% of the total of number edli facilities in the
diocese. These health care institutions are: Bishopay Medical Centre,
Makurdi; Father Matthias Health Care Unit, Naka;\Bhcent’'s Hospital,
Aliade; St. Gregory’s Hospital, Ikpayongo; St. Meat's Clinic, Agasha;
St. Francis Primary. Health Centre, Agagbe; andV@tonica's Health
Clinic, Aondona, St. Martins Clinic Uoo Lele andcgad Heart Clinic Udei.
A close look at the spatial distribution of heafticilities in Makurdi
Diocese by the Catholic Church indicates that icheaf the local
government that make up the Diocese, there isaat lene health facility
situated.in:it. This implies that the Church ig fiai the distribution of the
health facilities aimed at catering for the healdleds of the people.

In order to show the functionality of Catholic haafs in Makurdi Diocese,
a sample of four Catholic hospitals/clinics in iecese were selected and
the units’ heads were interviewed.

Mrs. Josephine ljir, in an oral interview reveatbdt medical services at
Bishop Murray Medical Centre, Makurdi are openedaliosick people
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seeking medication, irrespective of religion, trédoed ethnicity in line with

the Church’s social teachings. In St. Vincent's pitad, Aliade, Jonathan

Tsav, in an interview explained that, hospital jdes medical services to
the sick people who come for medical services@tbspital. He explained
that the poor and the vulnerable are given a labatession in the hospital.
Furthermore, Mrs. Veronica Maaver in an interviexplained that, in St.

Michael’s clinic Agasha, the facility is open toyahody that approaches
the clinic for medical services without recourseote’s religious or tribe.

The poor and the vulnerable are given even moeatath than rich people
in the clinic.

Father Paleve, in an interview stated that, thélnéscilities of the Makurdi
diocese provide health care services to patients edme with ailments
such as, Diarrhea cases, diabetes, accidents;lsit@e&keases, Tuberculosis,
Malaria, severe and complicated hypertension. Otbases include
antenatal services, normal delivery, assisted aedarian section (CS) and
immunization services. These services are provalad and out-patients
departments during admission: These facilities id@wveferral services
both in and out referrals.

From the foregoing, it can be.inferred that thenGit Church in Makurdi
Diocese has made concerted efforts at providingtheare to the people
in Benue State irrespective of religious affiliawso These wide range of
medical services provided by the diocese have Helpsave a lot of lives
and have given people physical healings and thblement to engage in
productivity activities as well as provision of el@ygnent opportunities to
people.

Discussion

Historically, the present Makurdi Diocese undergsonene development
stages. In 1920, the status of Makurdi Dioceseraigsd to that of Vicariate
Apostolic of Southern Nigeria though still maintaig its boundaries. In
1959 Monsignor James Hagan, the Perfect Apostbl@tokpo was made
a Bishop and in 1960 he transferred his Cathedrall ® Makurdi, thus

becoming the first Bishop of Makurdi. The Romanh@ét Priests arrived

Makurdi in 1924; and by 1927, the first primary @oh Sacred Heart was
established at Udei and by 1930 another primargaalas established in
Makurdi known as Holy Ghost Primary School. Theabsshment of the

above-named schools was a spinning point of theagaiunal activities of
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the diocese and gradually, spread with the estabbsit of many primary
schools in other areas of the State.

In a bid to enhance human development through ¢idneh development,
the Catholic Church in Makurdi Diocese continuethwhe establishment
of schools in the area. At present, there are 24eny/primary schools in
Makurdi Diocese which represents 42.86% of the | t@ducational

institutions in the diocese. Also, there are 26osdary schools in the
diocese which represents 53.10% of the total edurtinstitutions in the
diocese. Again, there are two Seminary Schoolshen diocese which
represents 4.08% of the total educational instingiin the diocese.

These Catholic schools in Makurdi diocese just ldkber educational
services providers, offers educational serviceshim areas of religious
education, commercial education, humanities argledtication, sciences
and technical/vocational education. The schoolseatablished in all the
local government areas that made up the diocese.

The Church in Makurdi diocese provides educatieeabices with the aid
of the government and other donors. The educatimsitutions in the
diocese have an average annual school enrollmé)2856 Students. These
schools have trained well-meaning citizens whopaogessors within and
outside Nigeria, engineers, medical doctors, taacheclergies,
administrators, managers of reputable compani@g¢igeria, accountants,
lawyers, amongst other vital aspects of human emdea. The institutions
have employed 1,1670 staff in the Secondary scrawds945,242 staff in
Nursery/Primary schools who earned incomes foviadi

Furthermore, in the area of health services, thmd&oCatholic Diocese of
Makurdi provides psychosocial and emotional headieryices through the
healing ministry of Jesus through the IntegratedltheProgramme. The
programme began her health care delivery in 198@3nissionaries firmly
believed that the people needed good health andisoinds to appreciate
the Christian message. In this regard, the missiesmgot involved in the
healing apostolate by establishing hospitals tae copeople of various
ailments that could affect their physical and $p&i lives. Through this
programme, the Church has established four hospiiaflakurdi Diocese
which represents 44.40% of the total of healtHitees in the diocese. Also,
the Church has established five Primary Health @en{PHC) in the
diocese which represents 55.60% of the total ofbremof health facilities
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in the diocese. These health facilities in the Mdkdiocese provide health
care services to patients who come with ailmentf |18, diarrhea cases,
diabetes, accidents, snake bites cases, tubergulosilaria, severe and
complicated hypertension. Other cases include atdaeservices, normal
delivery, assisted and caesarian section (CS) mmaunization services.
These services are provided at in and out-patidatsgrtments during
admission. These facilities provide referral sesicboth in and out
referrals.

Aside these services, the health facilities organiedical out-reaches to
rural areas and Internally Displaced Persons (IDf@g) time to time. The

health sector of the Catholic Diocese of Makurdvéhaverage patients’
attendance of 150 patients daily across the hdaltlities and these

facilities have employed a total number of 539fsw@ifit of which 182 are

medical related personnel while the other (357)naremedical.

Conclusion and Recommendations

From the findings of this study, it is clear thhttCatholic Church in
Makurdi Diocese has a long-standing history in Beftate. The diocese
has made remarkable achievements in the area chrnaevelopment in
the state especially in the areas. of educatiorhaatth care delivery which
are the core drivers.of human development accorttiagJnited Nations
Development Programme. -These achievements are datle the
collaborative efforts of the state government espigcin the area of
education where the government assists in the patyoiesalaries of some
of the staff of grant aided schools and the prowisof some learning
facilities.” For sustainability and further advanes the diocese should
consolidate on these developmental strides andhcatiy evolve strategies
toimprove on these strides in order to deliverghims of social teachings
of the Church to the people.

Arising from the above findings, the paper makeg tollowing

recommendations:

a. The Catholic Church in Makurdi Diocese should céidste on her
social teachings and continue to make improvenmenggsisure that
the intended benefits of her human developmerdesirget to the
target population in line with the Church's prireipf the common
good and subsidiarity.
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b. The Dioceses should strive to make health carevetgliservices
available to the various local governments of loeecage to ensure
easy of accessibility of health care services aafgin rural areas.

C. The Diocese should strive to establish a Cathatinventional
tertiary institution like a University or Polytedlerin addition to St.
Thomas Aquinas Major Seminary. This will in no shrakasure
ameliorate the challenge of admissions into highstitutions of
learning in Benue State.
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