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Abstract

Recent studies have investigated the impact ofgnamis on community development,
but there are only limited studies that focus oterimal immigrants in a destination
like Nigeria where there is evidence of interciigration associated with agricultural
activities and food production. Like many Nigerieammunities, Uhonmora has
witnessed an influx of immigrants from adjoiningtss that impact the community’s
agricultural value chain. This study evaluates timatributions of immigrants in the
Uhonmora community, Edo State; Nigeria to food pabidn and community
development. Data were obtained from the 8 quanétisin the community where
most of the immigrants reside,; work, and recreatmtal of 300 usable questionnaires
were administered to the immigrants and residentsob 330 copies. Thus, 37 copies
of the questionnaire were-administered in eacthefduarters while the remaining 4
copies were administered to.key community staket®lishcluding the head of the
community, chairmen of development levy and diseipl committees, and the public
relations officer. The mixed method approach aniesgliare statistical analysis were
used for the study. The chi-squaré)(at 7 degrees of freedom and 0.05% significant
level = 14.067 revealed that tc<tt 3.74 is lessrthiae theoretical value of 14.067. The
study revealed that a high influx of immigrantgtie Uhonmora-Ora community has
a significant increase in food production and secionomic development (trading
activities, job opportunities, tourism, and prowisiof amenities). Nonetheless, the
increasing population of immigrants in the communhas implications for
collaborative community planning to guide agaitet proliferation of unplanned land
uses that negate the principles of sustainableldpagent. The study recommends that
similar studies be conducted in other Nigerian agna communities experiencing the
influx of immigrants to unravel the challenges amospects of accomplishing any or
the combination of the aims of sustainable devetomoals.

Keywords: Immigrants, Food production, Community developmedtistainable
development
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Introduction

There is no generally acceptable definition of rmigm since most
definitions use time and space criteria. In thdweateon of the contexts and
concepts of migration, either from the perspeatifvthe kinds and patterns,
migration kinds and patterns could be identifiedireined, evaluated, and
classified as major, minor, forms, attributes, amehasure's’, The major
attributes of migration patterns are migrationypet distance, and motive.
The minor attributes of migration patterns are g for; tourism and
recreation, commercial, periodic, medical, seasoadilicational, forced,
impelled, free, mass, vocation, rural-rural, rurddan; urban-urban, urban-
rural, international, labour, sex, pull and pusimg-term etc. On the other
hand, measures of migration are immigrants and ramig.

However, these forms, types, distances, and motdfemigration are
induced by the combination of the push and pulltdie; and socio-
economic hubs of some places and regions everssti@osnsequently, the
rate and volumes of immigrants and emigrants haweeased remarkably
over time in the 2% Century.These increases can be attributed to a
combination of factors including improvements igheology, modes of
transportation, and communication. Other factorsluishe perceived
information, job opportunities, variance in natura@ndowment,
socioeconomic reasons, adventures, tourism, hueagl@pment, security,
famine, and natural disasters among different deapsgc groups

1Agbebaku; H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Whwra-Ora, Owan West Local Government
Area, Edo State. Nigeri& B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of @giity and Regional
Planning Edo State University, Ekpoma. Edo State.

2Onokerhoraye, A.G. (1984%ocial Services in Nigeria; An Introductidnondon, Kegan Paul. 12-
23

30Onokerhoraye, A.G. (1985). An Outline to Human Gapby.Geography and Planning Serjes
University of Benin Nigeria. 23-26.

4Onokerhoranye, A.G. (1985An Outline to Human Geographgeography and Planning Series,
University of Benin Nigeria. 23-26.

SAgbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Whwora-Ora, Owan West Local Government
Area, Edo State. Nigeri& B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of @gity and Regional
Planning Edo State University, Ekpoma. Edo State.
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Several studiésthave investigated trends in population migratioross

destinations but none have investigated the immigpapulation on the
increase in food production and sustainable devedo in Uhonmora and
this is the research gap. However, most of thesdies are focused on
popular destinations with huge economic potentia kss on developing
destinations for immigrants. Studies focusing orgration within the

Nigerian context, especially in rural communitieperiencing an influx of

immigrants, perhaps, due to inherent socioeconoiménefits and

sustainability of the communities associated witimigrant activities are
limited®. Thus, this study seeks to investigate the impéthe immigrant

population on the increase in food production arsfagnable development
in Uhonmora, Edo State, South-South Nigeria whieeet is evidence of
immigrants from within and neighboring states.

Objective of the Study

The objective of this research is to investigageithpacts of the immigrant
population in the Uhonmora community, on food pridn and
community development from 2014-2023. This is agbieby asking and
analysing the following questions from the residerand immigrants’
perspectives: (a)What are the reasons for the inamig relocation from
their previous destinations to.the Uhonmora comig@r(io) To what extent
has the immigrant population enhanced food prodocind development
in the Uhonmora community?

5Dao, T.H., Docquier, F., Maurel, M., and Schaug2P21) Global Migration in the Twentieth and
Twenty-First Centuries: The Unstoppable Force ofridgraphy. Review of World Economics, 157,
417-449

“Ajaero C.K and Onokala P.C. (2013). The EffectRuofal-Urban Migration on Rural Communities
of Southeastern Nigeritnternational Journal of Population Research

8Agbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Whwora-Ora, Owan West Local Government
Area, Edo State. Nigeri& B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of @gity and Regional
Planning Edo State University, Ekpoma. Edo State.

SMajebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). AssessmétiieSocioeconomic Impact of Immigrants
on Sustainable Development in the Last Decade onbifora-Ora, Edo State, South-South, Nigeria.
International Journal of Migration and Global Stedi [IIMGS]. 3(1), 78 -102.
http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/
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Literature Review

Attributes of Migration

According to the studies ¥Of'''2*3!4t the global level, there are four broad
classifications of migration patterns. These argration by duration, migration
by motive, migration by distance, and measuresigfation.

Migration by duration is the length by which migtsastay at their destination. The
study identified the following groups as types agration. These include long-
term, seasonal, daily, periodic, and labour migratThese patterns of movement
formed the earliest type of migration and were fisad in America, Europe Asia,
and Africa. Each of these sub-types of migration dwration. has unique
characteristics and effects on the source andréd®th points. Today the friction
of distance has been overcome by rapid advancam#&anspert technology both
in advanced and developing countries.

Migration by the motive of the migrants. These sifisations include forced

migration, free migration, sex migration, impelleagration, and mass migrants
having no power to decide whether to‘migrate or mbits migration pattern has
displaced innocent groups from their homeland. Pph#ern of movement is
influenced by political crisis, slave trade, anteitribal wars.

The impelled migration involved some groups of geaypth little power/decision
whether to migrate or not.'Furthermore, the studiesjaero andAgbebakd®*®
observed that the free migration classificatiomtie on the will of the migrants,
is the decisive factor. People travelled to plaoégheir will because of the
perceived information they had about the area. ifif@ovement in transport
facilities has enhanced mass migration internaily iaternationally, not minding
the season of the year, neither the weather conditior funds involved.

0Agbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Wineora-Ora, Owan West Local Government Area, Edo
State. NigeriaA B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of Ggufty and Regional Plannindgdo State
University, Ekpoma. Edo State.

Dao, T.H:, Docquier, F., Maurel, M., and Schaus(2®21) Global Migration in the Twentieth and Twenty-
First Centuries: The Unstoppable Force of Demogsapkeview of World Economics, 157, 417-449

2Ajaero C.K and Onokala P.C. (2013). The EffectsRufral-Urban Migration on Rural Communities of
Southeastern Nigeritnternational Journal of Population Research

3Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). Assessmenthe Socioeconomic Impact of Immigrants on
Sustainable Development in the Last Decade in Ulwar®ra, Edo State, South-South, Nigehigernational
Journal of Migration and Global Studies [IIMGS(1), 78 -102http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/
Onokerhoranye, A.G. (1985)n Outline to Human Geograph@eography and Planning Series, University of
Benin Nigeria. 23-26.

SAgbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Wineora-Ora, Owan West Local Government Area, Edo
State. NigeriaA B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of Ggayy and Regional Plannindedo State
University, Ekpoma. Edo State.

6Ajaero C.K and Onokala P.C. (2013). The EffectsRufral-Urban Migration on Rural Communities of
Southeastern Nigeritnternational Journal of Population Research
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Migration by Distance is grouped into internal anternational. Internal
migration is where human movement has resulted assime population
shifts within a sovereign country. There are foasib recognisable types
namely, rural-rural, rural-urban, urban-rural, amthan-urban migration.
However, the rural-rural migration pattern is conmmia third-world
countries, including Nigeria. In the African andgrian contexts, the vast
proportion of this trend of movement is seasonal.

Similarly, the distance covered by migrants is shod driven by proximity
to the catchment location, In the largely rural aggarian.community of
Uhonomra, the principal factors inducing this migna pattern are the rich
soil fertility, security, low cost of living, andvailability of land resources.
Thus, the movement of the tribes of Ebira, Igalgedure, Idoma, Owori,
Igbo, Calabar, and others are typical examplesisfform of migratory
movement that constitutes a 35% influxto the comityupopulatiort’

In Nigeria, rural-urban migration has been the nmmshmon pattern of
movement of people from rural areas to urban cerdarel this pattern of
migration constituted about 45% of the communitiiug, this pattern of
migration accounts for about 15%, and these claasiins are open to
retirees. Because at the end of their working tliey chose to relocate to
rural areas and engage in other forms of activiti@<°Similarly, urban-
urban migration involves. the -movement of urban dsvel from cities
proper to suburban areas due to overcrowding, cioge high rents/bills,
and less healthy conditions Nigeria, this pattern of migration accounts
for about 10%. However, people migrate from oneaarbentre to another
for an improved standard of living, business at#gi, and bilateral
agreements:

"Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). Assessméith® Socioeconomic Impact of Immigrants on
Sustainable Development in the Last Decade in Ulwar®ra, Edo State, South-South, Nigeria.
International Journal of Migration and Global Stedi [IIMGS]. 3(1), 78 -102.
http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/

¥Dao, T.H., Docquier, F., Maurel, M and Schaus, 2() Global Migration in the Twentieth and
Twenty-First Centuries: The Unstoppable Force ofribgraphy. Review of World Economics, 157, 417-
449

%0Onokerhoraye, A.G. (1984%ocial Services in Nigeria; An Introductionondon, Kegan Paul. 12-23
2%0nokerhoraye, A.G. (1984%ocial Services in Nigeria; An Introductioondon, Kegan Paul. 12-23.
2lonokerhoranye, A.G. (1985An Outline to Human Geographyeography and Planning Series,
University of Benin Nigeria. 23-26.
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Measures of Migration are of two types of migratimovement. This is, via
immigrants and emigrants or net and gross migrafibe movement of the human
population across international boundaries is ¢ated in the same way using the
corresponding terms of immigrants and emigrafpglying these measures to the
Uhonmora settlement, the community has kept nogrogcords of immigrant data such
as the number of immigrants population from 2012023, accounting for seasonal
increases and decreases in human.

Applying these measures to the Uhonmora settletfezommunity has kept no proper
records of immigrant data such as the number ofigrants population from 2014 — 2023,
accounting for seasonal increases and decreaskanmian population, increases and
decreases in food production, income, and experdiariation, variation in size/hectare
of farmlands allotted to immigrants, social vicasgd social work&23

Causes of Migration

Several factors stimulate migration patterns aed/tiiume of the influx of immigrants to
places. The factors responsible can be classiftede following subgroups according to
the studies o®nokerhoraye and MajeHi2>Consequently, these causes can be of two
kinds, the major and minor causes. The:major caasegphysical, economic, social,
political, medical, and educational. On the othandy the minor causes of migration
include cultural, medical, educational, religiot@rism and recreation.

I mpacts of Immigrant Population on Sustainable Community Development

The evaluation of the impacts of the immigrant gapon on the increase in food
production in the community shows that the infliXromigrants from 2014 — 2023 has
contributed significantly to the increase in humgopulation, food production, and
economic development of Uhonmera-Ora during thisogeof study. Other positive
impacts of the immigrant population include theaaref agricultural development, trade,
marriage, health, housing, and mési€or instance, there has been a remarkable ircreas
in agricultural output in. the community during theriod under review. The influx of
immigrants-especially the tribes of Ebira, Igalao®, Aiyewure, and Idoma had adopted
the system of huge cultivation of farmlands angpiog before the commencement of the
rainy season while in some cases, the practiceudfld cultivation within a farming season
as against the default methods of farming practfde indigenous people of Uhonmora
In addition, the practice of early planting, fareedlings, and commercial farming has
resulted in gradual changes in methods and inmmvdtr different heaping, cropping,
mulching, and preservation as against the old nuistiobthe people of Uhonmora-Ora.

22Ajaero, C.K and Madu, L.A. (2014). Rural-Urban Migion and Livelihoods in Southeastern Nigeria.
Developing Country StudieK6), 6-15.

23Ajaero C.K and Onokala P.C. (2013). The EffectsRafral-Urban Migration on Rural Communities of
Southeastern Nigeritnternational Journal of Population Research

240nokerhoraye, A.G. (1984%ocial Services in Nigeria; An Introductidrondon, Kegan Paul. 12-23.
2’Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). Assessmdnthe Socioeconomic Impact of Immigrants on
Sustainable Development in the Last Decade in Ulwar®ra, Edo State, South-South, Nigehigernational
Journal of Migration and Global Studies [IIMGS(1), 78 -102http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/

26Dao, T.H., Docquier, F., Maurel, M and Schaus2B2(l) Global Migration in the Twentieth and Twenty-Firs
Centuries: The Unstoppable Force of DemographyidRewef World Economics, 157, 417-449.
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Thus, the increase in food crop production isrfelinly with the harvest of
plantain, cassava, rice, maize, and yam cultivatiorhus, during the
harvesting seasons, some individual and group fartransport their
products to neighbouring and distant states ofstkegeo-political zones
inclusive of the federal capital territory, Abujar foetter economic values.
Consequently, during the harvesting periods, theeprof these farm
produce are relatively cheap at the source areagotei food surplus and
limitations of poor preservative technology mainbn plantain and
vegetable products that are highly perishable. Thhe practice of
acquiring fresh land annually, and the use of Ifeetis; insecticides, and
chemicals, speaks volumes about soil fertility badst.in food production.
Furthermore, the volume of trading activities ores food items has
increased to neighbouring states because the irantgyemploy farming
techniques from other tribes outside their homesrigin?’:28-2°

Thus, new commodities and techniques came intdrdeing system in
exchange and maximisation of the benefits of thecept of comparative
cost advantage on food products, demand, and sugm@in were all
introduced and sustained by the people of Uhonnmoranhancing the
sustainable development.of food itéfadHowever, some of the negative
impacts of the immigrant population were observeanfthe combination
of factors such as;.inadequate haulage and tratasjoor arrangement,
problem of distance, bad road networks, inadeqladteur force to bring
these products out from the farm sites, inadecgtatage device to preserve
the produce and loss of economic values. Thusnguhe off-harvesting
period, there is the incessant scarcity of somel fagpply and hikes in
prices owing to the large influx of humans at tealpof the farming season
which'refused to go after the seafo®ther challenges are in the areas of
increase in social vices, legal persecution, laradrhentation, laziness
among some youths, and broken marriages on the pftihe visitors and
host community.

2"Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). Assessmdnthe Socioeconomic Impact of Immigrants on
Sustainable Development in the Last Decade in Ulwar®ra, Edo State, South-South, Nigehgernational
Journal of Migration and Global Studies [IIMGS(1), 78 -102http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/

280nokerhoraye, A.G. (1984%ocial Services in Nigeria; An Introductidrondon, Kegan Paul. 12-23

290himai, E.A. (2023)Granted InterviewHistorian and Elder Spoke Man of Uhonmora-Ora @umity.

30Atafo, F.A. (2023)Granted InterviewHistorian and Elder Spoke Man of Uhonmora-Ora @umity
3tAgbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Wihwora-Ora, Owan West Local Government Area, Edo
State. NigeriaA B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of Ggayy and Regional Plannindedo State
University, Ekpoma. Edo State.
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Surveys have shown that there has been an incredise level of crimes, court
cases/disputes between some deviant immigrantshandost community?333*
Some handful of the immigrant population are fiseed and viz-a-viz over the
breach of cultural norms, failed contracts, agregsjeand levies on sustainable
development of the communityin addition, the inadequacies of the community
management to have a database of these immiggaoytslation year in and out
are other challenging factors. Thus, the annudiveation of rice and plantain in
commercial quantity has exposed the land to theuanroccurrence of
deforestation, loss of carbon dioxide, fire outkseaencroachment of forest
reservation, and degradation of the ecosystem.

Materials and Methods

Study Area

Uhonmora—Ora is one of the six Ora communities wa@® West Local
Government Area, Edo State, Nigeria. The Commusiigcated between Latitude
6°10N and 845N and Longitude GLOE and 840E. The community is bounded
to the North by Sabongida-Ora, North-East by Ema-@nd South by Ozalla
communities of the Ora clan that constitute paiftsthe Owan-West Local
Government Area. Uhonmora is in the southwesterngfahe Ora clan, close to
a terminal town (Sabon Gida-Ora), which eases rtiraigration of people from
neighboring states on the perceived informatioruatiee soil into the community.
Uhonmora-Ora comprises: 8 quarters  which include ddgu Ukpafoga,
Ukhuedeodu, Ukpafisi, Ukpokhunmu, Ukpafekhai, Ulkgpasi, and Ukhuoro. The
community is characterised by rich dark sandy avaimly soil that promotes
farming activities and consistently positions tt@memunity to limelight. The
terrain is relatively flat and simple undulatingptgraphy of about 78.64 metres
above sea level. The community records its highiegirees of temperature
(36.1°C), in February and March and the lowest tempeegtl®.4C) in April and
May. The community experiences heavy rainfall taats between March and
November each year. The annual rainfall is betva309mm and 3000mm.

32Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). Assessménh® Socioeconomic Impact of Immigrants on
Sustainable. Development in the Last Decade in Ulwar®ra, Edo State, South-South, Nigeria.
International ~ Journal of Migration and Global Stedi [IJMGS]. 3(1), 78 -102
http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/

33Agbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Winmra-Ora, Owan West Local Government Area,
Edo State. NigeriadA B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of @Ggaigy and Regional Planning
Edo State University, Ekpoma. Edo State.

340himai, E.A. (2023)Granted InterviewHistorian and Elder Spoke Man of Uhonmora-Ora Gumity
3%Atafo, F.A. (2023)Granted InterviewHistorian and Elder Spoke Man of Uhonmora-Ora @umity .
36Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). Assessménh® Socioeconomic Impact of Immigrants on
Sustainable Development in the Last Decade in Ulwvar®ra, Edo State, South-South, Nigeria.
International Journal of Migration and Global Stedi [IIMGS]. 3(1), 78 -102.
http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/
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The community is well-drained by 3 major rivers as®leral streams of water
sources that are seasonal. The three major riveRiger Owan, River Oruen, and
Obvioti River. These major rivers meandered andacubss eight-quarters of the
community and played significant roles in the comityis sources of surface and
groundwater supply. At the confluence point of theee rivers, at River Owan,
the water goes separate ways with variations iorald taste. The community is
characterized by sedimentary rocks, brownish eagitassland, and forest
vegetation. The community is a large rural agrasettiement and the inhabitants
engage in farming, and trading in agricultural preg’. Unonmora-Ora is known
to produce food and cash crops such as maizeaptagarri, rice, yam, cocoyam,
vegetables and cocoa, rubber, palm oil, orangetiarzer products. for the local
government, state, and Nigeria. Farming actividiesthe main occupation of the
indigenes and immigrants of different tribes.

These sets of people take advantage of the fertfithe soil to cultivate large
hectares of land/commercial farming. The immigraxisibit different traditional
practices based on ecological adaption and conditiwhich lead to varying
systems of farming that brought a gradual chang@eas, skills, and new methods
of farming and food preservation to the people ébkhmora. Given these, the
socioeconomic characteristics of the people of Wiana centred on primary
activities rather than secondary and tertiary dhesughout the seas®n These
include crop production, selling of merchandisdtypt&ading, and marketing of
their produce within and outside the community @& market. Selling and
buying of the farm products are carried out mosyiyvomen of both the indigenes
of the host community and immigrants of other sibeThe community had a
population estimate of 785,676 as at 2016. The mnadefemale populations were
put at 342,554 and 443,122 respectiffelyMapping of the study area was
generated using geo-informatic tools such as GlBbasitioning System (GPS) and
Geographical - Information System (GIS) techniqueke Tglobal positioning
system; Garmin Channel 78. sc model was used &ndigte the coordinates (X,
y), and location. The derived map shows the thensatimpling location imagery
of the major immigrants’ stronghold in the studgaar

3’"Majebi, E.C. and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). Assessnenthe Socioeconomic Impact of Immigrants on
Sustainable Development in the Last Decade in Ulwar®ra, Edo State, South-South, Nigehigernational
Journal of Migration and Global Studies [IIMGS(1), 78 -102http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/
38Agbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Whwora-Ora, Owan West Local Government
Area, Edo State. Nigeri& B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of @gity and Regional
Planning Edo State University, Ekpoma. Edo State

3%0himai, E.A. (2023)Granted InterviewHistorian and Elder Spoke Man of Uhonmora-Ora @umity.

4ONPC, (2016). National Population Commission. Be®iity, Edo State.
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Both primary and secondary data collection werdongal to facilitate the
research. The primary source comprised mainly elfdfiobservations,
interviews, questionnaire administration, and magpi he secondary data
explored were sourced from documentary materiald astablished
sourcesSince the research was purely experimental, data forimary
sources were mainly used for the study. To getgmyndata, the sampling
techniques and population of immigrants helpedéestudy as the sample
frame. Thus, the systematic random sampling teclesigqvere adopted to
ascertain the distributional spread of the immitgaacross the eight
quarters of the community for questionnaire adnatsn, thus, this
constitutes the research instrument used for thdystin addition. to
questionnaire administration, interviews were caned with some key
community stakeholders.

s
Legend
2 W Settlement W Sampling Location
& | M stuoy Area Road Network
1253 Owan west LGA [ ] Edo State
[ ]ieaBoundary [ state Boundary

Fig. 1: Map of Edo State, Owan West Local Government Atdsgnmora-Ora
Showing Sampling Location Imagery of the Major €ritf Immigrants.

Source:GIS and Cartography Unit, LASU (2023).
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Selection of respondents and questionnaire distribution

For this study, 80% of the population which comgéis the major
stronghold of the immigrants across the 8 quaxdéthie community was
randomly selected as respondents. In doing this, riajor densely
populated streets across the 8 quarters were aspdatively for the study.
A total of 330 copies of questionnaires were adst@ned across the 8
quarters in the community. From this total numbeB30 questionnaires,
300 were returned while 30 were not returned. Sigsified that only 90%
which accounts for 300 copies of the questionnaieEs used for the study,
while the remaining copies of 10% which accounts30 could not be
retrieved across the 8 quarters. Thus, from thecg@ies that constituted
the sample size, a default number of 37 copies a@mnistered in each of
the eight quarters, while the remaining 4 copiesewadministered to a
group of indigenes, such as community/village headjrman; community
development levy, chairman; disciplinary communand public relation
officer respectively, thus, bringing the total 1003 In each of the quarters
and selected streets with densely and diverse inamis, the 2 middle,
and 29to last households were administered with questiores. However,
some forms of assistance were given to most ofrélspondents as the
majority of them were illiterate and could not efigely complete the
guestionnaire. Data from the. field were analyzeangisdescriptive
techniques of maps; tables, and percentages wiglaise of chi-square
analysis constitutes the inferential statisticahteques.

Results

The results of the study on the evaluation of thpacts of the immigrant
population on the increase in food production aedetbpment in the
Uhonmora community from 2014 — 2023 were summarasd presented
in Tables 1 to 7 respectively.

Table 1: Reasons for Migrants’ Departure (Push Factor)

Reasons for Migration No. of Immigrants Percentag€%)
Inadequate Farmlands/Inadequate Soil Fertility 164 54.6
Inadequate Job Opportunities 41 13.6
Inadequate Socio Amenities 20 6.6
Inadequate Institutions 30 10.0

Others 45 15.0

Total 300 100

Source Fieldwork, 2023
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The result from Table 1, shows the reasons for gnamts’ departure from
sources destination point of Uhonmora-Ora. Fromldah many of the
immigrants migrate to Uhonmora because of inadeqgfaatmlands/poor soil
fertility in their areas of origin and this singuléactor propelled them to
migrate to Uhonmora community. From the study, I#4the examined
population, representing 54.8% of the respondemdicated inadequate
farmland, and soil fertility. This was followed bgsponses from inadequate
job opportunities that motivated them to migratedettiement in Uhonmora,
thus this could be based on the perceived infoonatbout the community as
the land flowing with milk and honey. This repretsei3.6% of the given
population. Next to this were the responses fraad@guate institutions, which
represents 10%. The responses from inadequate-@oanities represent
6.6% while the remaining 15% represent other coatinns of reasons for the
departure of immigrants to Uhonmorghe implication of the reason for the
push factor of immigrants from their place of omigio Uhonmora-Ora
community is that the acquisition of large farmlansl becoming difficult for
both the indigenes and visitors.

These findings are consistent with the summatiohgifebaku and Majebt+2
that certain reasons are responsible for immigraeigarture from the source
area.

Table 2: Composition of Immigrants' State of Origin

State of Origin No. of Immigrants Percentage (%)
Edo 94 31.3

Kogi 68 22.6

Delta 51 17.0

Igbo 42 14.0

Others 45 15.0

Total 300 100%

Source Fieldwork, 2023

4IAgbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Whwora-Ora, Owan West Local Government
Area, Edo State. Nigeri& B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of @gity and Regional
Planning Edo State University, Ekpoma. Edo State.

42Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). AssessmetiteoSocioeconomic Impact of Immigrants
on Sustainable Development in the Last Decade onbftora-Ora, Edo State, South-South, Nigeria.
International Journal of Migration and Global Stedi [IIMGS]. 3(1), 78 -102.
http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/
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The result from Table 2 shows that distance impasdiniting factor as

migration tends to decrease with distance. From Thble, most of the

respondents are from different ethnicities andestatf origin. From the
table, 94 which represents 31.3% of the respondert§om Edo, as state
of their origin.

These groups of immigrants took advantage of prayimand perceived
information about the community for migration anettement. This is
followed by the origin from Kogi state, these immagts accounted for
22.6%. Next to this is the indigene from Deltasstathich represented 17%,
and the origin from the Igbo-speaking states regiesl 14%. In contrast,
the remaining 15% are from other states and tribdbe federation. The
implication of immigrants' composition to the commity is more to the
proximity of distance to destination point and to®cept of migration by
duration while the prevailing high cost of movemenanother hindering
factor. These findings are consistent with the satron of Nnorom and
Agbebaku?*that migration to a place can be.in the patternsigfation
by duration, migration by motive, and migrationdigtance.

Table 3: Occupational Status of Immigrants

Occupational Status No..of Immigrants Percentage (%
Farming 164 56.4

Civil Servant 7 2.3

Trading 87 29.0

Others 42 14.0

Total 300 100

Source Fieldwork, 2023

43Nnorom, K and Daniel R.O. (2022). Rural-Urban Migra and Attitude to Community-Based
Development Activities: A Study of Migrants in EguMetropolisJUPEB Journal of Development
and Educational Studie1), 29- 48

44Agbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Whwora-Ora, Owan West Local Government
Area, Edo State. Nigeri& B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of @gity and Regional
Planning Edo State University, Ekpoma. Edo State

212



An Investigation of Immigrants’ Contributions to & Production and 1IIMGS Vol4(1prA 2024
Community Development in Uhonmora-Ora, Edo StatgeNa Agbebaku H.U. & Majebi E.C

The result from Table 3, shows the occupationdlstaf immigrants in
Uhonmora. As the table indicates, 54.6% of the [eeoyperviewed were
engaged in farming. This could be due to one octimebination of; the soil
fertility which they capitalised on, self-interest farming, their low
educational status, or inability to secure civirvéee jobs. This was
followed by responses from the trading occupatidmctv represents 29%.
These include the petty trading of buying and isglifarm produce and
selling them within and outside the state. Thus, ttlading occupation is
carried out mostly by women and some immigrant smadehe community.
Other categories of occupation include blacksnribbper/palm-wine and
oil tapping, repairers, and painters - represeritéfh. The remaining 2.3%
of the respondents are those engaged in civileejobs such as cleaners,
massagers, environmental attendants, and . secumsomnel. The
implication of farming activities as the major opational status of the
immigrants indicates an increase in food productiactivities and
sustainable development in the community. Thesdirfgs are consistent
with the summation of Nnorom and AgbebdR@®*that the drive for an

occupational status of immigrants is a determifector for departure from
the source area.

“*Majebi, E.C'and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). AssessmetiteoSocioeconomic Impact of Immigrants
on Sustainable Development in the Last Decade onbfiora-Ora, Edo State, South-South, Nigeria.
International Journal of Migration and Global Stedi [IIMGS]. 3(1), 78 -102.
http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/

46Nnorom, K and Daniel R.O. (2022). Rural-Urban Migra and Attitude to Community-Based
Development Activities: A Study of Migrants in EguMetropolisJUPEB Journal of Development
and Educational Studieg1), 29- 48

4"Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). AssessmEtiteoSocioeconomic Impact of Immigrants
on Sustainable Development in the Last Decade onbitora-Ora, Edo State, South-South, Nigeria.
International Journal of Migration and Global Stedi [IIMGS]. 3(1), 78 -102.
http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/
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Table 4: Natures of Food Crops Production

State and Tribe Nature of Food Crops  No. of Percentage

Cultivated in Priority Immigrant (%)
population

Kogi (Igala, Ebira, Idoma) Yams, cassava, beans ahé4 56.4
vegetables, othe 56.7

Benue (Idoma, Igala) Yams, rice, cassava, 41 13.6
plantain, vegetables and
other:

Delta (Urhobo, ljaws) Cassava, plantain 20 6.7
vegetables, and oth

Other States: Edo, (Ayewure, EsanPlantain, palm oil, 75 24.0

&Auchi) Taraba, (Kuteb), cross-  cassava, rice, cocoyams,

river (Ogoja), Enugu, Anambra & vegetables, and others

Imo (Igbos), Ondo & Kwara

(Yoruba's)

Total 300 100

Source Fieldwork, 2023

The result from Table 4 shows the nature of foaztlpetion on the priority scale
by the immigrants to Uhonmora. From the table, @6#he respondents, which
represent 56.7% of the population from Kogi statees account for the highest
food production in the community. These tribes icate more yam, cassava,
beans, and vegetables. This was followed by théauation of tribes from diverse
states, which accounts for 24.0%, their food prtidncconsists of plantain, palm
oil, cassava, rice, cocoyam, and vegetables. Tbestiof the Urhobo and ljaws
from Delta state represent 6.7%, their contribigitmfood production are more of
cassava, plantain.and vegetables, and other cftyesremaining 13.6% of the
respondents were from the cultivation of yams,, riéssava, plantain vegetables,
and others..The implication of immigrants on theureof food crop production is
on the diverse crop cultivation, trade and investim@pportunities to both the
indigenes and. visitors. These findings are consistath the summation of
Majebi, Nnorom and AgbebaK#***that certain reasons are responsible for
immigrants’ departure from the source area.

“8Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). AssessmEtiteoSocioeconomic Impact of Immigrants
on Sustainable Development in the Last Decade onbltora-Ora, Edo State, South-South, Nigeria.
International Journal of Migration and Global Stedi [IIMGS]. 3(1), 78 -102.
http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/

4Nnorom, K and Daniel R.O. (2022). Rural-Urban Migra and Attitude to Community-Based
Development Activities: A Study of Migrants in EgwMetropolisJUPEB Journal of Development
and Educational Studieg1), 29- 48

50Agbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Whwora-Ora, Owan West Local Government
Area, Edo State. Nigeri& B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of @gity and Regional
Planning Edo State University, Ekpoma. Edo State.
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Table 5: Quantity of Food Production in Tones
Year No. of Immigrants % Quantity of Food
Production in Tones
(Plantain, Garri and Rice)

2014  Not Available 0 Not Available
2015 Not Available 0 Not Available
2016 17 5.6 5

2017 22 7.3 9

2018 29 9.6 12

2019 32 10.6 18

2020 36 12.0 22

2021 41 13.6 27

2022 52 17.3 31

2023 71 23.6 35

Total 300 100% 159

Source Fieldwork, 2023.

The result from Table 5, shows the quantity of f@odduction in tones for this
period of study in Uhonmora-Ora. From the table,study observed the variation
and increase in food crop production in the commyurkirom the result, it was
observed that the increase in food production wasih the first quarter of the
study, moderate in the second quarter, and higieitast quarter of the period of
study. Thus, these variations and increase in fsoduction as listed in Table 4,
could be attributed to a combination of factorshsas; the incessant increase in
the numbers of immigrants population every yeatility of the soil as the blessed
land flowing with milk-and honey, availability ofifming land, availability of
labour force, availability of funds with a low-imesst rate, low levy/task demand
from the community, favourable rainfall, temperatand humidity, and expansion
of marketing of the agricultural product to statfsthe urban centres. The
implication of the quantity of food production iartes is that there would be an
increase in food production, trade, investment labdur opportunities for both
the indigenes and visitors to the community inipalar and the state at large
Thus, these findings are consistent with the suromaif Majebi Majebi, and
Agbebaku'#***that certain reasons are responsible for the iseréa food
production.

51pao, TH., Docquier, F., Maurel, M., and Schaus(2P21) Global Migration in the Twentieth and Twenty-
First Centuries: The Unstoppable Force of DemogsapReview of World Economics, 157, 417-449
52Agbebaku, H.U. (1999). Effects of Immigrants in Winwora-Ora, Owan West Local Government Area, Edo
State. NigeriaA B.Sc. Project Submitted to the Department of Ggayy and Regional Plannindedo State
University, Ekpoma. Edo State.

53Majebi, E.C and Agbebaku, H.U. (2023). Assessmdnthe Socioeconomic Impact of Immigrants on
Sustainable Development in the Last Decade in Ulwar®ra, Edo State, South-South, Nigehigernational
Journal of Migration and Global Studies [IIMGS(1), 78 -102http://ijmgs.nou.edu.ng/current-journal/
54Nnorom, K and Daniel R.O. (2022). Rural-Urban Migpa and Attitude to Community-Based Development
Activities: A Study of Migrants in Enugu MetropslJUPEB Journal of Development and Educational Steidie
1(1), 29- 48
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Table 6: Count of Community Development Projects
Year No. of % Total No. of

Immigrants Community

Development Projects

2014 Not Available 0 Not Available
2015 Not Available 0 Not Available
2016 17 5.6 -

2017 22 7.3 2

2018 29 9.6 1

2019 32 10.6 6

2020 36 12.0 3

2021 41 13.6 4

2022 52 17.3 17

2023 71 23.6 10

Total 300 100% 43

Source Fieldwork, 2023

The result from Table 6 shows the counts of comigutevelopment projects that
were observed in the community during the periodmenmora. From the Table,

the nature of the local developmental projectsstetainability in the community

centred on the contribution towards fundraisingtigh annual development levy
for the development of a town hall, motor parksy] amarket. In addition, their

contributions to community projects were felt ire tanhancement of communal
works such as maintenance of local bridges, farincametery roads, and funding
of ‘vigilante groups and court/land cases. Fromstidy, it was observed that in
the years 2022 and 2023, more funds were raisedh@&ndonsequent increase in
the number of community projects was recorded énabmmunity from 2014 to

2021. Thus, these counts imply that the immigraopupation and state of

community development are instrumental towardscints of developmental

projects and communal works in the community of kthora-Ora.
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Table 7: Impacts of Immigrant Population on Increa® in Food Production
Year No. of Immigrants  Qty of Food Production Totd

2014 Not Available Nil 0
2015 Not Available Nil 0
2016 17 5 22
2017 22 9 31
2018 29 12 41
2019 32 18 50
2020 36 22 58
2021 41 27 68
2022 52 31 83
2023 71 35 106
Total 300 159 459

Source This Study, 2023
Chi-square text: X=X [0-EJ?
E

Hypothesis Testing
Hi: There is a significant relationship between fh@migrant population on
increase in food production’in Uhonmora-Ora
Extract from Table 7

Observed(0) (Expected (E) (0-E)2 (0-E)

E
17 14.37 6.91 0.48
3 7.62 6.86 0.90
22 20.26 3.02 0.14
9 10.26 2.99 0.27
29 26.79 4.88 0.18
12 14.20 4.84 0.34
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32 32.67 0.44 0.01
18 17.32 0.46 0.02
36 37.90 3.61 0.09
22 20.09 3.64 0.18
41 44.44 11.83 0.26
27 23.55 10.90 0.50
52 54.24 5.01 0.09
31 28.75 5.06 0:17
71 69.28 2.95 0.04
35 36.71 2.95 0.07
3.74

Source This Study, 2023

X?=3.74

Where O = Observed variable

E = Expected variable

Degree of Freedom =V — K
V=row(2-1)

K'=column (8 — 1)
V—-K=(7x1)=7

Chi-Square (X at 7 degrees of freedom and 0.05% significaneltei4.067.
Therefore, te<tt is 3.74 is less than the thecabti@lue of 14.067. Implying we
reject the Ho and accept the Hi. Thus, the resBitgen these analyses, the results
show a significant correlation between the immigopulation's increase in food
production in Uhonmora-Ora.

Discussion

The study revealed that the majority of the immigrpopulation migrated to
Uhonmora due to a combination of factors. Thesgadrom the inadequacies of
farmlands and inadequate soil fertility in thespective areas of origin. Thus, this
singular factor propelled them to migrate to Uhoranbased on the perceived
information about the community. Thus, the impiigatof the reason for the push

218



An Investigation of Immigrants’ Contributions to & Production and 1IIMGS Vol4(1prA 2024
Community Development in Uhonmora-Ora, Edo StatgeNa Agbebaku H.U. & Majebi E.C

factor of the immigrants from their destinatiortlie Uhonmora community is that
the acquisition of farmlands was easier in the pasat present, the acquisition of
large farmlands is becoming difficult for both tineligenes and visitors owing to
the incessant increase in immigrant populations.vidiere such desired sizes are
available, they are located and acquired in therimt and fringe areas of the
community. In addition to these challenges, thaifsn of distance is now a barrier
to farmers in the quest for large farmlands owmghe immigrant population and
desire to acquire farming land with huge soil feyti

Furthermore, the study revealed that the increadedd production was low in
the first quarter from 2014 to 2016. Moderate ie second quarter from 2017 to
2019 and high in the last quarter from 2020 to 202Be periods of study. These
variations and increase in food production asdisteTables 4 to 5. and 7, could
be attributed to a combination of factors suchthe;incessant increase in the
yearly numbers of immigrants population, fertildfthe soil as the blessed land
flowing with milk and honey, availability of farminland, availability of labour
force, availability of funds with a low-interestealow levy/task demand from the
community, the favourable rainfall, temperature &odhidity, and expansion of
marketing and trade investment opportunities ofatipecultural product to states
of the urban centres. In addition, community depalent projects were low from
2014 to 2017, moderate from 2018 to 2020, and rbetier from 2021 to 2023 as
presented in Table 6. The steady increase in tbetaaf community projects is
directly a function of the constantincrease inithmigrant population, fertility of
the soil as a blessed land and records keeping.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This study has established that immigrants argrafgiant part of the Uhonmora-
Ora community in Edo State, South-south NigeriaeyTltontribute to food
production which has influenced ancillary actistimcluding trading, domestic
tourism, and the provision of limited basic soaiditastructure which do not seem
commensurate with the influx of immigrants to tr@menunity. These findings
have implications for collaborative community plamp to guide against the
proliferation of unplanned land uses that negate ghinciples of sustainable
development. Consequently, the local authoritiegnigrants, and indigenous
residents are a significant component of the egegalrive towards sustainable
food production and the overall development ofdbmmunity. As the findings of
this research are peculiar to the study site, attuelies could be conducted in other
Nigerian/similar cities experiencing the influx @hmigrants to unravel the
challenges and prospects of accomplishing any/costibn of the sustainable
development goals.
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