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Abstracts

This study examined the 2022 Africa Refugees Spakiylums in Nigeria
Under UNHCR’s Mandate. Secondary data was soufo@th UNHCR
websites with a data frame on 2022 Africa refesgeaader UNHCR’s
mandate seeking asylums in Nigeria. Data captutates in Africa from
where displacement originated and concurrently seg&sylum in Nigeria.
Pearson correlation and frequency counts were usedhe statistical
analysis. Findings .show that Pearson correlationefficient of the
relationship between UNHCR refugees and asylumessek Nigeria is
0.74 which implies that there is a positive relasbip between refugees
under UNHCR’s mandate and asylum-seekers in Nigdnkewise,
Central Africa from where Cameroon (CMR) is a memias highest
number of refugees seeking asylum in Nigeria. Ngd&as shown a
commendable gesture in the context of diplomatations guaranteeing
freedom of movement for refugees and giving themight to work under
the law. Efforts should be intensified to creatdrang synergy between the
government and other stakeholders in providing anable system for
asylum seekers in Nigeria. Likewise, asylum seedterald be guided on
the process of coming into Nigeria. Further studibsuld therefore focus
on asylum in other Africa states.
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The increase in migration that has been observédrica since the middle
of the 2010s is the result of immediate and stmatteasons that are placing
numerous pressures on African residents, prompintividuals and
families to decide to change their lives and letedr homes Migration,
whether voluntary or forced, has always been aufeabf both the
individual and communal behaviours of hunfandt is worth noting that
voluntary migration is intentional while forced magion is.driven by
emergency forces. However, forced migration «is arengeneral and
complicated problem. Forced displacement has besfmedi as the
relocation of refugees and internally displacedgieas a result of violence
and natural disastetsMeanwhile, forced displacement and migration have
been a part of human history, and it was at itsstvduring World Wars |
and 1l in the 20th centuty. But since the end of World War Il, the way
conflicts happen in different places has changedw,Nintranational
conflicts are more common than international ordsvertheless, the
population of refugees, Internally Displaced Pess¢iibPs), and other
people who have been forced to leave their homgsdratinued to rise.

Accordingly, the population that has been forcttlgplaced is divided into
four subgroups: First, refugees are people whoaaoepted as needing
protection under UN conventions, protocols, and W@W¥Hlaws. Asylum
seekers refer to persons who have formally sougétnational protection,
albeit their claims for refugee status remain pegdadjudication. They
have yet to traverse a boundary separating nati@tser people who need
international protection are those who are outifigheir country or
territory of origin, usually because they were &afcto move across
international borders. These people have not beported as asylum
seekers, refugees, or people in situations sinovlaefugees, but they are
likely in need of international protection, suchpastection from being sent
back against their will and irregular access tadssrvices.

1 Wendy, WilliamsDrivers of Displacement in Africa Shifting Borde@entre for Strategic
Studies,2019

2 Sasha, Brown & Gilmartin, Mary. Migration and migigs. Social & Cultural Geography8. 21,
2020

3 Counter, M. ‘La doble condicion’: Landmine vicsipforced displacement, and disability in
Colombia’s Magdalena mediBocial & Cultural Geographyl9.4, 448-472, 2018.

4 http://www.unhcr.org/ems/figuresat-a-glance.html.
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The United Nations High Commissioner on RefugeddHGR) estimates
that 65 million people are now displaced forcefullye to political
persecution and armed conflict worldwide&Since 2008, environmental
disasters have caused an extra 22.5 million intelisplacements annually
on average. The most frequently stated figurehfisris 15 million annually.
OCHA Services (2022) reported that in 2021, thivip- (32) armed
confrontations were reported worldwide, a smalluctin from the
previous year. Africa had the most conflicts (XB)lowed by Asia (nine),
the Middle East (five), Europe (two), and Americaméf High-intensity
armed conflicts contributed to over 53% of all amtes worldwide for the
first time in a decade.

Likewise, from OCHA Service report, as of 2021,ledst 18 of the 49
countries in sub-Saharan Africa were engaged inestorm of ongoing
armed conflict. Burkina Faso, ‘Cameroon, the CemMaican Republic
(CAR), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRE}hiopia, Mali,
Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Somalia, South Suda, &udan were all
states that had armed wars with a high level ofesgv Six states
comprising Benin, Burundi, Chad, Kenya, Madagasmad,Uganda, all had
conflicts on a subnational level that were of a Iotensity. Eleven of these
18 states suffered greater number of fatalitieseoted to war in the year
2021 compared to the year 2020, with the oversdl at around 19%

In the year 2022, violent conflicts and militaryups continued to plague
the continent of Africa. Although, there were cartauccesses on the part
of @anumber of nations in terms of bolstering deratc institutions across
the continent. The internationalisation of internatmed conflicts,
especially civil wars, is a worrying trend in suk@ran Africd This region
has become coveted ground for geopolitical struggtereen major powers
and for increased middle power infiltration durthg@ past ten years. In the
year 2022, six regions in Africa have been idedias conflict-prone
areas, namely Libya, South Sudan, the Central &frikepublic, Northern

SUNHCR, Principles on Housing and Property Restitufor Refugees and Displaced Persons,
E/CN.4/S,2005

6 OCHA ServiceReport on conflicts, human rights and peacebuildiogmat Analysis2022.

7 lan, Davis. Armed conflict and peace processes in sub-Sahafiace., Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute SIPRI Yearbook, 2022,

8 Adem, Kassie Abebe. Africa Is Beset with Coups @ndflicts: How the Trend Can Be
Reversed’|nternational Institute for Democracy and Electorfssistance2022.
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Mozambique, Ethiopia, as well as the north-west smath-west portions
of Camerooh

Based on the Global Peace Index 2022 released éyinstitute for
Economics and Peace, it is observed that five ftlisoten nations with the
lowest levels of peace worldwide are located witte Africa continent.
These are Central African Republic (CAR), the Derabc Republic of the
Congo (DRC), Somalia, South Sudan, and Sudan. émuntbre, Burkina
Faso, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, and Somalia have bedgniified as being
among the top ten nations globally that have wi#edshe most devastating
effect of terrorism. Several coups took placesame African countries
between 2020 and 2022, including Burkina Faso, Cladnea, Mali (on
two occasions), and Sudan. Moreover, unsuccesstydscwere attempted
in the Central African Republic, Djibouti, GuineasBau, and Madagascar.

At the same time, intercommunal violence intendifie some parts of the
continent. The anglophone separatist insurgendyhtg been going on in
Cameroon's south-west and north-west regions, dsawehe protracted
insurgency in the north, have remained persistdatgovernment forces in
the Central African Republic (CAR), supported bysBan private military

companies (PMCs).and Rwandan troops, attempteeta@e territory that

was held by armed groups, the country's secutiyason grew even more
precarious. Nine of the 22 governments that makdast Africa were

actively engaged in armed conflict in the year 2001 these, five in

particular— Ethiopia, Mozambique, Somalia, Souttd&, and Sudan —
were suffering either a continuation of or a ragstalation in large-scale
armed violence. Because of the violence, more @@amillion people have
been forced to flee from their homes within therdoy and more than 4.7
million have been forced to seek asylum in othemtoes.

According to UNHCR report, the Western Sahel andeL&had Basin
witnessed an increase in violence and lawlessnesgdical Islamist
organisations (local and international) extendeeirthactivities and
influence into coastal nations. In the Great LaRegion, where relations
between the DRC and Rwanda drastically deteriordtexlto the ongoing
conflict in the eastern DRC, interstate tensiongp&d once more. Given

® |EP.‘Global Terrorism Index 2022: Measuring the ImpakTerrorism’, 2022.
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the numerous regional and identity-based confbcturring elsewhere in
the nation, Ethiopia's tenuous cease-fire betwbhencéntral government
and the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLFpdieved to be very
shaky. Likewise, the Horn of Africa, notably Somaalexperienced one of
its worst droughts in memory. This situation putsrenpressure on the
recently elected President Hassan Sheikh Mohamdelaiowith the nation's
escalating humanitarian problems and violence.

Regional attempts to solve some problems in Afibg£2022 have not had
enough political will and leadership. This has mapée a number of
people stuck in war with nowhere to go. AccordiagdNHCR and Global

index for Terrorism, at least 15 armed wars, inglgdthose in the

Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, Ethiopiaz&mbique, Mali,

Burkina Faso, and South Sudan, have involved naistrent of civilians by

military forces of the government or/non-state angroups. In the

meantime, armed battles, repression, violence l@gt\weoups, poverty, and
natural factors have forced people to leave themés in many parts of
Africa. In Eritrea and Cameroon, asylum seekers wi@we sent back
against their will have been unjustly detained alodsed.

The UNHCR submits that this-never-ending flow dugees has had the
most effect on countries in the developing worl@ver the years, the
UNHCR in Nigeria has responded to the influx of lasyseekers,
particularly in border states such as Cross RBenue, Ogun, and Taraba,
by registering and assisting them in collaboratath the government.
With the assistance of UNHCR, Nigeria is a generbast nation that
permits refugees to travel freely and operate kegaéhey receive the same
primary health treatment as citizens, and theitdobin are permitted to
attend local institutions. The government alsosjaled refugee settlements
with land. As part of the collaborative humanitarr@sponse, the UNHCR
prioritises protection, shelter, and non-food itesush as comfort for IDPs
in Nigeria. In addition to supporting water, satia, health, and education
as priority areas, UNHCR Nigeria also provides fficial assistance and
assistance with self-sufficiency.

It is against this background that this study exeadithe 2022 Africa
refugees under UNHCR'’s mandate seeking asylumsgar/d.
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Materials and Methods

The data used was sourced from UNHCR Websites,haikithe official
database for refugees’ movemenhttgs://www.unhcr.org/refugee-
statistics/download).The data frame was on conflict-induced migrations
and asylum in Nigeria in 2022. Data captured statesrica from where
displacement originated and those seeking asylumigeria. Statistical
Package for Social Sciences software was usethdostatistical analysis
in which Pearson correlation and frequency courtewsed.

Results

Below is the analysis of Refugees under UNHCR'’s diaéd and Asylum
Seekers in Nigeria ,2022. The table below examthedextent of refugees
under UNHCR and asylum seekers in Nigeria fromeStat Africa.

Regional Analysis of Refugees under UNHCR’s mandatend Asylum
Seekers in Nigeria ,2022

Country of Refugees Asylum
Origin under seekers in
UNHCR'’s Nigeria
mandate
2022 Central African 921 232
Rep (CAF)
2022 Chad (TCD) 89 31
2022 | Central. | Cameroon (CMR)| 86,731 279
2022 | Africa’ | Congo (COG) 5 5
2022 Dem. Rep. of the | 667 97
Congc (COD)
88413 644
2022 | East Ethiopia (ETH) 8 5
Africa
8 5
2022 Egypt (EGY) 0 9
2022 | North | Eritrea (ERI) 41 12
2022 | Africa ibva (LBY) 5 5
2022 Sudan (SDN) 53 11
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99 37
2022 Benin Republic |5 0
(BEN)
2022 | West Ghana (GHA) 5 5
2022 | Africa [ Guinea- 5 0
Bissau (GNB)
2022 Guinea (GIN) 18 5
2022 Cote 134 5
d'lvoire (CIV)
2022 Liberia (LBR) 11 0
2022 Mali (MLI) 145 29
2022 Niger (NER) 1,439 0
2022 Sierra 23 0
Leone (SLE)
2022 Togo (TGO) 27 5
49 1812

Correlation Coefficients, r = 0.74
Source: https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/davnload

From the table above on refugees seeking asylusngeria, findings show
that Cameroon (CMR) has the highest number ofigeds under
UNHCR’s _mandate (86,731) followed by Central Afnc&ep. (232),
Democratic Republic of Congo (667), Chad (89) andd® (5). Likewise,
Ethiopia (ETH from East Africa has 8 while in therfth Africa represented
by .Sudan (53) with the highest refugees followedthyrea (41), and Libya
with 41 refugees under UNHCR mandates. SimilarlysWAfrica Niger
producing 1,439, followed by Mali (145) Cote d'lr@(134) among others.
On the basis of region, from the regional analySentral Africa has the
highest volumes of refugees of 88413 followed bysWfrica (1812),
North Africa (99) and East Africa has the lowest @8th refugees under
UNHCR’s mandate.

On the other hand, the table shows that CamerobiRjCfrom Central

Africa has the highest number of Asylum-seekesigeria (279) followed
by Central African Republic (921), Democratic Rejputof Congo (97),
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Chad 31) and Congo (5). Similarly, Ethiopia fronsEAfrica has 5 while
the North Africa represented by Eritrea (12) while highest followed by
Sudan (11), and Libya with 5 asylum seekers in NegaVest Africa has
Mali producing 29 followed by Ghana (5), Guin&y, (Cote d'lvoire (5),
with no asylum seekers from Liberia, Niger and i@i¢reone. On the basis
of region, West Africa has 1812 followed by Centiditica (644), North
Africa (37) and East Africa as the lowest (5) amylseekers in Nigeria.

Moreover, Pearson correlation coefficient betwe®&HCR refugees and
asylum seekers in Nigeria is 0.74. It thus imptiest there is a positive
relationship between refugees under UNHCR’s m@ndad asylum
seekers in Nigeria. Accordingly, increase in reegg@nder . UNHCR’s
mandate will automatically leads to increase ilwasyseekers in Nigeria.
On the contrary, decrease in refugees under  UNsi@Rndate will
equally leads to decrease in asylum seekers inridigéhe implication of
the findings is that there is a strong relationdb@ween refugees under
UNHCR’s and asylum seekers in Nigeria.In othardy increase in
refugees under UNHCR'’s automatically energisesnilimber of asylum
seekers in Nigeria.

Discussion

African nations persistently encounter substaotistacles related to forced
relocation, mostly, stemming from prolonged and nstfying wars,

violence, and insecurity. These issues are furttenpounded by the
influence of climate change, which exacerbates tager of food and
malnutrition.

There'is no doubt that the frequent occurrencemwfiicts in 2022 in Central
Africa has captured the attentions of UNHCR. Int tyear, the region of
West and Central Africa accommodated a total o Million individuals
who were forcibly displaced or became stateless population consisted
of 7.8 million internally displaced people (IDP4)6 million individuals
seeking asylum, and 931,200 individuals who weaitektss with nowhere
to go. A total of 1.1 million individuals experiest forced displacement as
a result of armed conflicts, instability, and brieas of human rights. This
figure includes 800,000 internally displaced pess@iDPs) in Burkina
Faso, Cameroon, the Central African Republic (CARY Mali, as well as
138,000 refugees originating from Burkina Faso, €aran, Mali, Nigeria,
and Sudan. In the midst of a multifaceted politenadl operational context,
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the United Nations High Commissioner for Refuge#éNKICR) effectively
addressed a number of emergent situations.

These included the crisis in the far north regidnCameroon, which
resulted in the displacement of numerous indivisiugho sought refuge in
Chad. Additionally, UNHCR responded to the influxS3udanese refugees
in eastern Chad, as well as the displacement ofjeefs from Burkina Faso
to Benin, Coéte d’lvoire, Ghana, and Togo in thef@@lGuinea. The United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) mted assistance to
governments in order to address the requirement®a#@ntly displaced
refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPish,avparticular focus on
safeguarding, housing, and essential relief suppliee focus of UNHCR's
efforts in the Central Sahel, Lake Chad Basin, @AdR crises revolved
around the principle of safeguarding and- ensuring well-being of
individuals. The Project 21, an inter-agency prisdecmonitoring system,
was enhanced and expanded to encompass Burking Clasd, Mali, and
Niger.

The primary factors contributing to relocation ihet Central African
Republic (CAR) are military operations conductedthg Central African
Armed Forces and their allied-forces against natesarmed groups, with
concerns of potential human rights violations pegied by conflicting
parties. Certain communities possess the abiligntacipate the imminent
occurrence of conflict and then relocate to moreuse regions as a
preemptive action. In recent months, a series dilipations such as
UNHCR reports have consistently highlighted thevplent issue of
excessive use of force and ongoing violations dnss@s of human rights.
This encompasses several forms of human rightschesa including
conflict-related sexual violence, grave crimes agiaminors, the military's
utilisation of educational and healthcare faciiti@gs weapons of abuse,
stigmatisation of ethnic and religious minoritiessproportionate use of
force by all offenders, and countless violationshef law.

Likewise, Cameroonian refugee of both genders affdrent ages are
officially documented as refugees in Nigerian statd Akwa-lbom,
Anambra, Benue, Cross River, Enugu, and TarabaHCHRI distributed
educational materials to around 1,600 pupils frathlrefugees and host
communities in the states of Benue, Cross Rivat,Taraba.
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With the assistance of the UNHCR, Nigeria has destrated a
commendable level of hospitality by granting refegeghe freedom of
movement and the legal right to engage in gainfupleyment. Migrants
are provided with access to primary healthcareicesvon par with that of
the host country's citizens, and their children @rgible to attend local
educational institutions.

In addition, the government allocated land forést&ablishment of villages
for refugees. The UNHCR's efforts in Nigeria argnarily directed to the

protection, shelter, and provision of householddgosuch. as blankets.
These are integral components of the collabordtiveanitarian response.
In addition to prioritising water, sanitation, hitaland education, UNHCR
Nigeria also offers livelihood support for the posp of fostering self-

reliance, as well as providing monetary assistance.

Conclusion and Recommendations

African nations persistently encounter substaotistacles related to forced
relocation, mostly stemming from . prolonged and nstfying wars,
violence, and insecurity. There is no doubt thatftequent occurrence of
conflicts in 2022 from Africa has captured theeation of UNHCR. With
the assistance of the UNHCR; Nigeria has demoestratcommendable
level of hospitality by granting refugees the fremdof movement and the
legal right to engage in gainfulemployment. didiéion. UNHCR Nigeria
also offers livelihood support for the purpose o$téring self-reliance.
Efforts should be intensified to create a strongesgy between the
government and other stakeholders in providing stasuable system for
asylum in Nigeria. Further studies should therefocais on asylum in other
Africa states with evaluation of their impacts be socioeconomic factors.
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